THE MICROSCOPE
Until you learn how to focus the microscope it will not be very helpful to you.  Here are some helpful hints about focusing and using the microscope properly.  Please read through them thoroughly before conducting labs.  

PROCEDURE: 

1. Carefully get a microscope by placing one hand under the base and the other hand firmly around the arm.  Never carry more than one microscope at a time.  

2. Get a slide from the teacher and take it back to your desk.  Be careful they are glass and will break.  

3. Turn on the lamp switch on the front of the microscope.  

4. Place the slide on the stage.  Use the stage clips to hold the slide in place.  Make sure that the object on the slide is over the opening in the stage.
5. Turn the coarse adjustment knob on the side of the microscope.  Turn it until the stage is in the highest position.  STOP turning it as soon as the stage stops moving.  

6. Look through the eye piece at the top of the microscope.  

7. Use the fine adjustment knob- also on the side but smaller, in order to focus the object.  

8. You may use the higher objectives in order to look at an object even closer, however, ONLY use the coarse adjustment knob when you are using the smaller power objectives, NOT the 100 X objective.  It will hit the slide and break.  

9. Remember to always use the smallest power (10X) and work up to largest power (100X) if necessary.  
10. Once you are finished you will need to put the microscope away properly.  Use this checklist to help you:

a. Remove the slide from the stage.

b. Clean the slide if it is dirty and return it to the correct place.

c. Make sure the stage clips are facing forward.

d. Use the coarse adjustment knob to lower the stage all of the way.  

e. Turn the objectives so that the 10X objective is over the opening.  
f. Turn the lamp off.

g. Unplug the microscope and wind the cord around the base of the microscope. 

h. Cover the microscope and put it away using both hands!!!!

